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AppL No. 
Applicant 
Filed 

Title 

TC/A.U. 
Examiner 

Docket No. 



10/729,232 
Roger Thomas 
December 5, 2003 

Debris Collection System For A Planer 
3725 

SELF, Shelley M. 
F-US-PR-1111 



Confirmation No. 9216 



Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



ELECTION RESPONSIVE TO OFFICE ACTION 



I, Michael P. Leary, PTO Reg. No. 41,144, hereby certify that this 
correspondence is being facsimile transmuted to the US Patent and 
Trademark Office mjinbe^703)/^^3jOD on. 



Michael P. Lcary 



Sir: 

In the Action dated May 18, 2005, the Examiner required the election of one of the 
following species; 

Species of Figures 1-5 

Species of Figures 6-8 

Species of Figures 9-12 

Species of Figures 13-15 

Species of Figure 16 

Species of Figures 17 and 18 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider the election requirement 
As the Examiner has noted, Claim 1 is generic and is the only independent claim. 
Furthermore, the modifications to the basic planer design incorporated into the 
embodiments of Figs. 13-15, Fig. 16, and Fig. 17-18, should require ininimal 
additional searching and analysis. Under the Patent Act and the rules of patent 
practice, if the search and examination of an entire application can be made without 
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serious burden, the examine must examine it on the merits, even though it may 
include claims to disiinct or independent inventions. MPEP § 803. 

Nevertheless, the Exiurriner has advised Applicant that a response to the restriction 
requirement must include an identification of the species that is elected, and a listin 
of all claims readable thereon. Therefore, the Applicant elects the Species of 
Figures 1-5. Claims 1, 3 f and 5 read on the elected Species of Figs. 1-5. 

Claim 2 reads on the Species of Figs. 13-1 5. 
Claim 4 reads on the Species of Fig. 16. 
Claims 6-13 reads on the Species of Figs 17-18. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Michafcl P. Leaiy 
Registration No. 41,144 
Attorney for Applicants) 
June 16, 2005 



Michael Leary-TW 199 
The Black & Decker Corporation 
701 East Joppa Road 
Towson, Maryland 21 286 

Telephone: (410)716-2773 
Fax: (410) 716-2610 
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